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Book Review: "An Oral History of Texas Woman
Suffrage", by Shirley B. Reeder In the summer of 2010,
I was on a press trip to Austin, Texas, as a member of
a press pool working with the Texas Women's Suffrage
Association (TWSA). I was there mainly to assist the
TWSA in its efforts to restore their state historical
marker to the front door of the State Capitol building.
But, in addition to that, I was also working on my own
manuscript, "An Oral History of Texas Woman
Suffrage", which had won a national writing contest
sponsored by The National Coalition for Women's
Status Abroad (NCWSA). Although I was not sure how
my research would be received by the press and by
the TWSA's supporters, I had high hopes that the
version I would present to the TWSA would be well
received and help gain additional press coverage for
the cause of women's suffrage in Texas. The press trip
to Austin was fun and instructive. The press pool
consisted of seven other women, including a
representative from The Texas Tribune and two from
the national media. The highlight of our press trip was
a tour of the Capitol building and a demonstration of
the restoration process. But the highlight of the TWSA
was the press conference on the afternoon of the
second day of the press trip. The original marker,
depicting Susan B. Anthony, was destroyed in the
1930s. A small plaque erected in the central foyer
depicts the event, but does not tell the whole story
about the campaign and the work for women's
suffrage in Texas. In 1999, the idea of restoring the

                               2 / 5



 

original marker was suggested as a way of helping
gain the support of women's suffrage advocates.
Martha Rippon, the former executive director of the
Texas Equal Rights Center and now the executive
director of the Women's Rights Historical Society of
Texas, has been advocating for the restoration of the
marker for many years. I did not know anything about
the marker restoration effort until I started working on
my manuscript. I then tried to find out about the
marker restoration because I wanted to add my
research into the manuscript. Some of the things I
found out, while very interesting, were shocking, like
the fact that the historical marker restoration was
initiated without the active involvement of women's
suffrage advocates. While the story of the restoration
was interesting, it was the interviews with women's
suffrage advocates and members of the community
that really surprised me. The advocates, each with
very strong opinions about women's suffrage
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