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One of my favorite movies of all time, Brokeback Mountain is the story of two cowboy lovers hiding their sexuality from their respective spouses. With the help of a
sympathetic neighbor, they secretly and briefly see each other at a gay bar before the film opens. They then elope, something that is entirely outside the norm.
Even at the beginning of the story, two central characters are forced to keep their relationship a secret, but it's clear that they're falling in love with each other.
The film, written by Ang Lee (Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon), is based on two independent scripts, neither of which is particularly brilliant. The official story has
been augmented a bit by the stage play adapted by Larry Kramer, and if you want to see a real memorable drama, it's worth your time. The two main characters
are Jake (Jake Gyllenhaal), a Texas farmer's son and a cowboy, and Ennis (Barry Pepper), a sheepherder turned drifter. The film opens with Jake's violent reaction
to finding his wife and two kids sharing a motel bed with another man, something that becomes the basis for the emotional tension that will shape the rest of the
film. Ste (Scott Neal) is the cowboy neighbor who ultimately sides with the two men against their families. The men are both attracted to the same woman, Marlies
(Michelle Williams), and are each waiting for a sign that he's the one she loves. One of the few things that really bothered me about the film was the attempt to
inject religion into the storyline. There's a very preachy scene in which Jake's wife Marge (Heather Graham) is lecturing her son on the evils of homosexuality.
There's another character who uses a bible verse to condemn the two men in order to get her own way.
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